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The City of Meridian participates in the Community
Rating System (CRS), FEMA’s National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP), which offers all City residents the abil-
ity purchase flood insurance. The City annually pub-
lishes and distributes flood information to the public
throughout the year. An ad is published and circulated
to at least 90% of properties in Meridian, in effort to
inform the public of available flood information, to
ensure awareness of flood hazards & safety, and pro-
vide general information relating to flooding.

The first thing you should do is check your flood
hazard. Owners of property within the City of Meridian
interested in the flood zone designation of their prop-
erty per the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), or for
further flood information; contact the City’s Building
Inspection Division (723 23rd Ave.) where current
FIRMs are on file. Floodplain information is also avail-
able at the Meridian Public Library (2517 7th St.). If
your property is located within a mapped floodplain,
the City’s Inspection Division can give you more infor-
mation, such as Base Flood Elevation (BFE), historic
flooding problems in your area; they also provide a
handout useful if selecting a certified or licensed/
bonded architect, engineer, or contractor.

Meridian’s floodplain is typi-
cally low lying areas near seven major waterways in the
City, Meridian has encountered heavy floods in 1951,
1961, 1964, 1972, 1974, 1979, 1990, 1993, and 2003. A
significant flood in 1990 resulted in substantial damage
to structures and property near Sowashee Creek.

Major floods may not occur each year, but local
floods can occur anytime which create risk to person
and property. Floodwaters are not always deep, but
can cover streets and yards; they can also flood cars,
garages, basements and lower floors. Even if water
seems to be moving slowly, a floodwater two feet deep
has the ability to knock men down or float cars. Land
appearing elevated beyond the hazard of flood and
property that has not flooded recently if ever, can still
encounter flooding, future floods may even be more
dangerous. If you own property within the floodplain,
your property may someday be damaged. This notice
provides personal & property protection information
relating to floods.
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¢ Dumping into waterways and development within
flood hazard areas are violations of City Ordinance.

¢ Meridian has a storm drainage system which is
composed of both open and closed segments.
Maintenance of these systems is very important.
Debris in ditches and streams obstructs the flow of
water, which can cause overflow onto roads and into
yards. Partial or complete blockage of these ditches
can reduce the flood flow capacity and increase the
potential for flooding.

¢ Citizens are expected to perform routine maintenance
on ditches located on rights-of-way in front of or to the
rear of their properties. This includes the removal of
high weeds, litter, or other items, which may be con-
sidered a nuisance. A litter ordinance is also in effect,
which makes it unlawful to deposit litter in bodies of
water.

¢ The purpose of this is to control the alteration of
natural floodplains and stream channels; to prevent
the creation of flood barriers which could unnaturally
divert flood waters, potentially increasing flood hazards
in other areas. This is also in place to reduce uses
which may result in damage by increasing erosion and/
or flood heights or velocities; and to control filling,
grading, dredging, and other development which may
increase flood damages. A building permit may be
needed to ensure that projects do not cause problems
for neighbors or on other properties.

¢ Always check with the Inspection Division before you
build on, alter, regrade, or fill on your property. If you
see building or filling without a City permit sign posted,
contact the Inspection Division at 601-485-1900.

¢ If you see dumping or debris in the ditches or
streams, contact the City’s Public Works Department at
601-485-1920.

R FROTEION MESVRES Flood-proofing
a home means altering it so flood waters will not cause
damage. By regrading your lot, you can keep the water
away from your home or building, a small floodwall or
earthen berm can be constructed to divert water flow.
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An excellent source for more information
is Homeowner’s Guide to Retrofitting: Six
Ways to Protect Your House from Flooding
(FEMA publication 312). It can be read at
the Library, ordered (for free) from FEMA
b y calling 1-800-480-2520 or viewed and
downloaded from FEMA’s website at http://
rebuil 12

Electrical equipment should be placed in a location

within the home or building where flooding is not likely.

Lowest floor drains, interior and exterior back-flow
valves can be installed, and interior floodwalls can be
placed around utilities.

Some last minute emergency measures can help,
for example, move valuable items or items that are
most damaged by flood waters to a higher level. Keep
materials like sandbags, plastic sheeting, plywood,
and lumber handy for emergency waterproofing (place
these in front of doorways or low entry points). This
will help minimize damage caused by floodwaters. It
is always best to have a written plan in advance to
make sure that you don’t forget anything once you are
alerted that a flood warning has been issued.

[FLOCD MSRANG In this area, regardless of flood
zone designation, there is a 26% chance of experienc-
ing a flood during the course of a 30-year mortgage.
You do not have to live in the floodplain to qualify

for flood insurance; all properties have some flood
risk. Flooding is not covered by a standard property
or homeowner’s insurance policy, but coverage for
property owners of residential and commercial struc-
tures is available; contents coverage is also available
for purchase by property owners and renters; there is
a 30-day waiting period before coverage is effective.
The cost of flood insurance is 10% lower to citizens
of Meridian because the City participates in the CRS
program. Contact your insurance agent for more infor-
mation about flood insurance or to purchase a policy,
or contact the NFIP’s flood insurance agent referral
service at 1-800/CALLFLOOD (1-800/225-5356 or TTD#
1-800-427-5593). You can also get more details about
flood insurance at http://www.FloodSmart.gov.

[FLOCDSGNAZNAE Flooding should cause concern,
but you can help lessen the flood hazard by being
prepared.

1. Do not walk through flowing water, know the flood
warning procedures. Be especially alert at night.

2. Be Prepared! Plan escape routes to high ground
before you are alerted of a flood warning.

3. During heavy rain events, pay attention to the level
of water in drainage ways. Note flood warnings.

4, Evacuate the flood hazard area when advised
through public notices.

5. Do not try to cross a flooding stream by car. More
people drown in their cars than anywhere else.

6. Stay away from power lines and electrical wires;
electrocution is the #2 flood killer behind drowning.
7. Keep children away from flood waters, ditches, cul-
verts and storm drains.

8. Be alert of gas leaks. Use a flashlight to inspect
damage, and be sure to ventilate any areas that have
flooded well.

9. Carbon Monoxide kills; always use generators and
other gasoline or coal burning devises outdoors.

10. Clean everything; floodwaters get exposed to sew-
age & hazardous materials. If in doubt — Throw it out!

Substantial improve-
ment means the value of any addition, repair, or recon-
struction project exceeds 50% of the value of the exist-
ing structure. In this case, the structure must meet the
construction requirements for new buildings. Buildings
damaged beyond 50% of their pre-damaged value must
be brought to full compliance with community’s flood-
plain ordinance requirements. Meridian has passed an
ordinance, which requires Elevation Certificates (ECs)
for improvements to buildings located in the flood haz-
ard area. Issuance of permits for additions or repairs
and recording of ECs (maintained for 10 years) is han-
dled in the City’s Inspection Division, 723 23rd Ave.
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AL MANNOSSIHEE The City’s flood warning
system is intended to provide advance warning of a
potential flood hazard. Flood warnings are forecasts of
impending storms and are broadcast to the public by
the NOAA weather radio, commercial radio & TV sta-
tions, and through local emergency agencies. Warnings
may also be broadcast by emergency vehicles
equipped with public address (PA) systems to provide
citizens who reside in threatened areas the opportunity
to prepare, protect, and lessen exposure and damage
from flooding.

Meridian has developed an emergency warning /
mass public notification system named CodeRED. The
CodeRED system is capable of rapid early notification
of predicted natural disasters by contacting all City
residents that have signed up for the service - more
information on CodeRED is available at www.meridi-
anms.org.

The following provide flood warning informa-
tion in Meridian: NOAA Weather Radio Frequency
162.556MHz; AM radio stations: 910(WALT),
1010(WMOX), 1290(WMBN), 1390(WMER), &
1450(WYHL); and FM radio stations: 88.1(WMPR),
93.5(WMLYV), 95.1(WJDQ), 97.1(WOKK), 97.9(WHTU),
101.3(WMSO), 102.1(WUCL), 102.3 (WWSL),
103.3(WZKR), 104.1(WZKS), 105.7(WJXM), &
106.9(WKZB), or TV channels: 24(WMDN TV),
11(WTOK-TV), 11.1(WTOK-DT), 11.2(MYTOK2),
11.3(WTOK-CW), 30(WGBC), 30.1(WGBCDT),
30.2(WGBC-DT2), 14(MPB-TV), 14.1(MPB-TV), 14.2(MPB-
DT), 14.3(MPB-create), or 12(MCC-TV). Be alert to spe-
cial local advisories.

“FLASH FLOOD WATCH” means that flash flooding
is possible within the watch area.

“FLASH FLOOD WARNING” means that flash flood-
ing is imminent or has been reported in the warning
area.

DUASGAL & EENEAGIAL FUNGHIONES Interested in
reducing pollution in the Sowashee and Okatibbee
Creeks and their tributaries? Here’s what you can do
to help:

Properly store and discard antifreeze, chemicals, oil,
and other toxic material. The City’s Public Works Dept.
host a Hazardous Waste Day twice yearly, as a public
service, they along with Waste Management collect,
and recycle or dispose of hazardous household wastes.
For information contact Public Works at 601-485-1990.

Never dump waste into storm drains. Discard trash
and animal waste properly. Sweep sidewalks, gut-
ters, driveways, and compost resulting debris or place
properly in the garbage. To report pollution, spills, or to
schedule a clean-up event, call Public Works, 601-485-
1990 or Keep Meridian / Lauderdale County Beautiful,
601-485-1998.

The storm drain system
carries untreated runoff water directly into creeks and
rivers. Improperly pouring waste into storm drains
directly impacts our environment. Oil, paint, fertilizer,
and pesticides pollute water, destroy plants, endanger
wildlife, and affect drinking water.

Contaminants frequently
dumped into storm drains are motor oil, fertilizer, anti-
freeze, pesticides, herbicides, and paint. One quart of
oil can pollute 250,000 gallons of water, or cause an 8
acre oil slick. Antifreeze and paint products are harm-
ful to people, pets, and the environment. Pesticides

are deadly to fish, birds, and other wildlife. Herbicides
destroy stream-side vegetation and harm animals.
Fertilizers encourage algae growth; which reduces oxy-
gen in streams and kill aquatic life.
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Preserving open areas of the floodplain, as has
been addressed along the Sowashee Creek, is impor-
tant because open space floodplains provide storage
for floodwaters and help reduce flood velocities.
Wetlands provide flood water storage; help filter silt,
and other impurities from runoff. Naturalized areas
recharge the underground water supply as water
tends to seeps into the ground as opposed to runoff;
serve as refuges and breeding grounds for wildlife.
Additionally open areas like Bonita Lakes not only help
store floodwaters and provide habitat for wildlife, but
they also provide many recreational opportunities for
people.
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www.FEMA.gov/business/nfip/ and http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/index.jsp

PROEGT NFORVIATCN FoR POTENIMAL FLO0RS FREAARATIEN IS AVAILALE:

http://www.vtn.iwr.usace.army.mil/floodcontrol/floodpreparing.htm





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 30%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


