


Local school children are also working on
a downtown project. With a grant from
the Milken Foundation, students at
Poplar Springs and Crestwood
elementary schools are cleaning up a
dilapidated area just south of Front Street
and will transform it with landscaping,
stepping stones and murals. Keep
Meridian/Lauderdale County Beautiful
is helping sponsor this project, along
with monitoring its first-ever, mini-grant
program that gave cash awards to more
than 20 youth groups for beautification
projects such as community gateways
and butterfly gardens.

Union Station downtown continues to
attract more and more transportation
customers. In just a six-month period,
more than 17600 tickets were purchased
on Greyhound, Amtrak and Meridian
Transit. Estimates show that more than
500,000 Greyhound passengers pass
through Union Station each year. That
number will increase when Amtrak
begins its Meridian to Dallas link and
passengers have a layover in Meridian.

Both the Engineering and Planning
divisions have been working on two trail
projects at Bonita Lakes. The first, a
$268,000 project funded primarily by the
Mississippi Department of

Transportation, is the construction of a
3.5-mile improved trail around the large
lake to make it more accessible to hikers
and horseback riders. The second, a 1/2-
mile trail on the west side of the small
lake, will provide another means of
access to the park for special events. This
$100.000 project includes an $80,000
grant from the Mississippi Department
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks.

The Engineering Division staff is also
working on the 10th Avenue widening
project from 26th to North Hills Street.
The project—to provide an improved
north-south artery—should be finished
by summer of 2001. In addition, the staff
is working on three Petition Paving
projects and is providing engineering and
survey work for a number of projects.

Our planners developed a promotional
campaign to help ensure an accurate
count in the 2000 Census. They
continued work on the Community
Development Block Grant project to
provide sewer service to households in
the annexation area. The $1.1 million
Phase I project was completed and the
$2.2 million Phase II is under
construction. The division also
coordinated the summer World Changers
project, in which nearly 400 young people

came to town to make repairs on 27 local
homes and secured a $350,000 HOME
Grant for additional home rehabilitation
in the Project Pride neighborhood.

Retiree recruitment is booming, with the
staff being deluged with more than 5,600
inquiries—a huge, 73-percent increase
from the previous year. All those

inquiries have resulted in the relocation of
50 retiree households to our community.
The staff also hosted its first special
retiree tour and sponsored the Second
Annual Retiree Celebration and the
Retiree Information Fair.

Along with enforcing all codes and many
ordinances, the Inspections Division staff
stayed on the road, making more than
11,700 inspections and issuing 2,930
permits, including building permits

with a construction value of more than
$23 million.

GATHERINGS IN 2000 INCLUDED,
DIRECTLY BELOW, YOUNG STUDENTS
FROM POPLAR SPRINGS

AND CRESTWOOD ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS PARADING DOWN FRONT
STREET TO THE SITE OF THEIR
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT. AND,
BOTTOM PHOTO, MERIDIAN'S
INAUGURAL MARTIN LUTHER KING
DAy CELEBRATION.
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